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TO 
THE  FAMILY  AND  NEAR  FRIENDS 

OF    THE    LATE 

THIS    DISCOURSE, 
PUELI3HED  BY  THEIR  REQUEST, 

IS    AFFECTIONATELY  INSCRIBED    AS   A    GRATEFUL     MEMORIAL    OF    THE 
MANY  VIRTUES    WHICH    ADORNED    HER    CHARACTER  ; 

AND,  THAT   THE  PEACE   AND   HOPE   WHICH   SO     SWEETLY   CHEERED  HER  DEPARTING 
HOURS   MAY   BE    THEIRS   THROUGH   LIFE, 

AND   IN   THE    CLOSING   SCENE    OF    THEIR  EARTHLY   COURSE, 

tS  THE  EARNEST    PRAYER  OF  THEIR  AFFECTIONATE    FRIEND    AND 

PASTOR, 

THE  AUTHOR. 


A  SERMON 


JOHN  XIV.  27.  Peace  I  leave  vith  you,  my  peace  I  give  unto  you :  not  as 
the  world  giveth,  give  I  unto  you.  Let  not  your  heart  be  troubled,  neither  let  it 
be  afraid. 


Our  blessed  Lord  was  now  holding  his  last  interview  with 
his  disciples.  He  had  instituted  the  sacrament  of  the  supper, 
partaken  of  it  with  his  followers,  and  had  given  them  a  variety 
of  tender  and  impressive  instructions,  adapted  to  their  circum- 
stances, and  designed  to  prepare  them  for  the  solemn  and  trying 
scenes  that  were  before  them.  He  told  them  not  to  be  troubled. 
He  assured  them  that  there  were  many  mansions  in  his  Father's 
house ;  that  he  was  going  to  prepare  a  place  for  them,  and 
would  come  again  to  receive  them  to  himself,  that  where  he 
was  there  they  might  be  also.  The  whole  interview  was  one 
of  inexpressible  tenderness  and  love.  Forgetting,  as  it  were, 
the  dreadful  agonies  of  the  garden  and  the  cross,  which  were 
just  before  him,  the  blessed  Saviour  seemed  wholly  intent  upon 
comforting  his  disciples,  and  arming  them  against  the  trials  and 
sorrows  with  which  they  would  soon  have  to  contend.  He 
commends  them  to  the  protection  and  guidance  of  his  Father ; 
promises  them  his  continued  friendship  and  love,  the  presence 
and  aids  of  the  divine  Comforter,  the  Holy  Ghost,  and  then  as 
summing  up  and  comprising  the  whole,  he  declares  in  the  words 
of  the  text, — Peace  I  leave  with  you,  my  peace  I  give  unto 
you ;  not  as  the  world  giveth,  give  I  unto  you.  Let  not  your 
heart  be  troubled,  neither  let  it  be  afraid.  As  if  he  had  said, — 
4 1  am  about  to  be  taken  from  you  ;  and  in  your  outward  condi- 
tion, you  will  be  subjected  to  many  and  great  trials.  You  will 
be  persecuted  for  my  name  sake,  and  many  of  you  will  suffer 


cruel  deaths.  But  let  not  the  prospect  of  these  things  alarm  or 
trouble  you,  or  cause  you  to  decline  from  my  service.  To  sup- 
port you  under  them,  I  leave  you  a  peace  which  external 
troubles  cannot  disturb, — a  tranquility,  which  will  repose  in 
your  hearts,  and  which  the  world  can  neither  give  nor  take 
away.  This  I  call  peculiarly  my  peace,  because  it  is  the  fruit 
of  my  mediation,  is  applied  by  my  Spirit,  and  is  distinct 
from  and  superior  to  all  other  kinds  of  peace.  The  peace  that 
I  give  is  real,  is  sincere,  is  satisfying  and  abiding.  And  I  give  it 
to  you  not  after  the  manner  of  the  world.  They  promise,  but 
often  cannot  fulfil.  They  give  feignedly,  stintedly,  insincerely, 
and  what  they  give  cannot  remove  the  wants,  or  satisfy  the 
desires  of  the  soul.  Not  so  do  I  give.  My  love  is  with  my 
gifts.  They  are  the  pledges  of  a  friendship  that  can  never  fail 
you,  and  which  will  supply  all  your  wants  in  time  and  in 
eternity.' 

Such  is  the  spirit  and  meaning  of  our  text;  and  the  subject 
which  it  presents  for  our  consideration,  is  "the  Saviour's 
Legacy  to  his  Disciples." 

Three  leading  thoughts  claim  our  attention. 
I.  What  is  included  in  this  legacy. 
II.  What  is  the  Saviour's  manner  of  giving  it.     And, 
III.  How  may  we   make  it   our  own. 
I.  The  term  peace  is  very  comprehensive.     As  used  in  our 
text,  and  other  parts  of  the  New  Testament,  it  denotes  all  the 
blessings  we   need,  to   make  us  truly  and   forever  happy.     It 
especially  relates  to  such  blessings  as  the  mind,  the   soul  needs 
to  secure   its  present  tranquility,  and  eternal  well-being.     And 
viewed  in  the  light  of  a  legacy,  it  includes, 

1.  The  pardon  of  sin  ;  freedom  from  condemnation.  The 
great  enemy  of  peace  in  the  bosom  of  man,  is  the  conscious- 
ness of  guilt,  and  of  just  exposure  to  punishment  from  God. 
And  no  human  being,  let  his  outward  circumstances  be  what 
they  may,  can  have  peace  within,  wThile  sin  lies  upon  the  con- 
science unrepented  of  and  unforgiven.  Shame,  remorse,  fear, 
are  the  invariable  companions  of  guilt  ;  and  there  is  no  release 
from  the  anxiety  and  disquietude  arising  from  this  source,  but 
in  the  peace  speaking  blood  of  Jesus.     Other  methods  of  peace 


may  be  tried,  but  they  are  vain.  The  lire  burns  within.  The 
wounded  spirit  finds  no  rest.  The  sentence  of  condemnation 
has  gone  forth;  the  guilty  mind  knows  the  justice  of  it,  and 
trembles  as  the  day  of  its  execution  draws  on.  But  peace  is  found 
at  the  foot  of  the  cross.  The  needy,  guilty,  trembling  sinner 
looks  to  the  Lamb  of  God,  and  his  sins  are  taken  away.  He 
believes  in  Christ,  and  is  forgiven.  The  sentence  of  condem- 
nation is  cancelled.  The  burden  of  guilt  is  removed,  and  he 
walks  forth  at  liberty,  pardoned  and  accepted  in  the  beloved. 
Peace  has  entered  his  bosom.  He  has  begun  to  be  happy. 
One  part  of  the  Saviour's  legacy  is  his;  his  pardon  is  sealed,  and 
he  shall  never  come  into  condemnation. 

2.  Another  thing  included  in  this  legacy  of  peace,  is  recon- 
ciliation to  God.  Estrangement  from  the  Father  of  mercies, 
enmity  against  him,  fear  of  his  presence,  and  dislike  of  his  ser- 
vice— these  mark  the  natural  state  of  man,  and  make  it  impos- 
sible, while  he  remains  in  that  state,  that  he  should  have  peace 
of  mind.  The  consciousness  that  he  is  at  variance  with  the 
great  Being  that  made  him  and  holds  his  destiny  in  his  hand, 
cannot  but  banish  all  true  peace  from  his  bosom,  and  often,  even 
amid  habitual  thoughtlessness,  the  sad,  depressing  feeling  will 
steal  over  his  mind,  that  he  is  not. right  with  God,  that  he  has  no 
interest  in  his  everlasting  friendship,  and  if  he  should  die  in  his 
present  state,  he  would  have  nothing  to  hope,  but  everything  to 
fear  from  the  retributions  of  his  final  trial.  There  is  no  avoid- 
ing this  source  of  uneasiness,  of  anxiety  and  fear.  There  is  a 
God  of  truth  and  holiness,  who  reigns  over  the  world.  Every 
man  knows  it ;  and  ,every  man  who  is  not  reconciled  to  this 
God,  who  cannot  look  up  to  him  as  his  friend,  and  rejoice  in  him 
as  his  portion,  is,  and  must  of  necessity  be,  a  stranger  to  true 
peace.  He  is  an  alien  and  an  outcast  from  the  great  source  of 
all  good ;  an  orphan,  and  a  wanderer  on  the  earth,  and  the  mel- 
ancholy fact  will  often  press  upon  his  mind,  and  make  him  mise- 
rable. Here  is  seen  the  supreme  importance  of  the  Saviour's 
legacy.  It  includes  reconciliation  to  God.  The  ground  of  it  is 
laid  in  the  atonement.  Christ  died  that  he  might  reconcile  us 
unto  God  by  his  death ;  he  is  our  peace ;  and  found  in  him,  we 
are  brought  near  to  God ;   we  come  to  him  as  our  Father  and 


Friend  ;  he  owns  the  sacred  and  endearing  relation  :■  his  love  is 
shed  abroad  in  the  heart ;  the  light  of  his  countenance  is  lifted 
upon  the  soul,  and  a  peace  dwells  within  which  no  earthly  vicis- 
situdes can  disturb  or  destroy.  It  is  the  peace  of  God,  which 
passeth  all  understanding ;  a  calm,  sweet,  tranquil,  and  often 
joyful  frame  of  mind,  which  arises  from  the  conscious  enjoy- 
ment of  the  divine  friendship  and  love. 

3.  Adoption  into  the  family  of  God,  with  all  the  privileges, 
and  immunities  of  children,  is  another  thing  included  in  the 
Saviour's  legacy  of  peace.  No  longer  an  alien  and  an  enemy, 
but  pardoned,  reconciled  and  accepted  in  Christ,  the  true  dis- 
ciple is  owned  as  a  child  of  God,  and  sealed  as  an  heir  of  heaven. 
The  extent  and  blessedness  of  this  high  privilege  we  can  but 
very  inadequately  conceive.  It  includes  all  the  tenderness  and 
love,  and  watchfulness  and  care  of  God  as  our  Father  ;  a  right 
and  title  to  the  great  and  precious  promises  of  his  word  ;  access 
to  him  for  help  in  every  time  of  need ;  the  aids  of  his  good 
Spirit,  the  discipline  and  training  of  his  providence  ;  his  presence 
and  support  in  all  the  dark  passages  of  life  ;  his  consolations  in 
the  dying  hour,  and  the  everlasting  enjoyment  of  his  love  in  the 
kingdom  of  glory.  All  this,  and  much  more,  is  included  in  adop- 
tion, and  it  is  necessarily  a  part  of  the  legacy  which  Christ  be- 
queathes to  his  friends.  All  things  are  theirs.  They  become 
heirs  of  God  and  joint  heirs  with  Christ  to  an  inheritance  incor- 
ruptible, undefiled  and  that  fadeth  not  away,  reserved  for  them 
in  heaven.     Hence, — 

4.  Another  thing  included  in  the  legacy  of  peace  which  the 
Saviour  gives,  is  an  earnest,  a  foretaste,  a  full,  bright  hope  of  eter- 
nal felicity.  All  Christians  may  not  have  this  earnest,  this  fore- 
taste, this  hope  in  conscious  enjoyment.  But  it  is  included 
in  the  Saviour's  bequest ;  and  it  is  their  fault,  not  his,  if  they  do 
not  walk  daily  in  the  light  of  God's  countenance,  and  rejoice 
ever  in  a  bright,  full-orbed  hope  of  eternal  blessedness.  All 
that  Christ  has  done  to  lay  the  ground  of  our  pardon  and  recon- 
ciliation to  God  ;  all  the  instructions  and  promises  of  his  gospel ; 
the  appointment  of  the  day  and  means  of  grace,  and  the  prof- 
fered aids  of  his  Spirit, — all  are  intended  to  produce  and  cherish 
hope,  to  give  a  foretaste  and  pledge  of  the  joys  which  he  has 


gone  before  to  prepare  ibr  them  that  love  him.  And  some  there 
are  among  His  friends  who  do  so  enter  into  the  design  and 
import  of  his  legacy  as  to  draw  from  it  a  foretaste,  a  pledge  of 
future  blessedness;  a  clear  bright  hope,  which  serves  them  as 
an  anchor  of  the  soul,  sure  and  steadfast,  entering  into  that 
within  the  vail.  And  such  a  hope  is  essential  to  true  peace  of 
mind.  Without  it,  the  bosom  must  be  dark  and  comfortless. 
What  we  need,  while  passing  through  this  world,  is  some  pres- 
ent evidence,  some  token,  some  well  grounded  hope,  that  God  is 
indeed  our  friend  and  portion,  and  heaven  our  everlasting  home. 
And  what  we  thus  need  is  amply  provided  for  us,  in  the  legacy 
of  our  risen  and  glorified  Redeemer,  and  it  is  only  for  us  to  un- 
derstand that  legacy  aright,  to  appropriate  to  ourselves  the  priv- 
ileges which  it  secures,  and  hope  will  spring  in  the  bosom,  bright 
as  meridian  day,  and  our  peace  will  be  as  a  river,  knowing  no 
ebb ;  flowing  on  broader  and  deeper  forever.  Such  then  is  the 
legacy  of  peace  which  the  Saviour  bequeathes  to  his  disciples. 

Let  us  pass  to  consider, 

II.  The  manner  of  his  giving  it.  Among  the  ancient  Jews, 
as  it  is  among  the  Eastern  nations  generally  at  the  present  day, 
it  was  a  common  form  of  saluting  a  person,  and  of  bidding  him 
farewell,  to  use  the  words— Peace  be  unto  you.  The  Saviour 
alludes  to  this  custom,  when  he  says,  Peace  I  learn  with  you. 
But  to  show  that  he  does  not  use  a  common  form  of  speech,  in 
a  common  manner,  he  adds  the  remark,  so  worthy  of  our  atten- 
tion,— Not  as  the  world  giveth,  give  I  unto  you.  Let  us  illus- 
trate the  difference  here  indicated  in  a  few  particulars.     And, 

1.  What  the  world  gives  can  impart  no  solid,  abiding  peace 
to  the  mind.  It  does  not  still  the  voice  of  conscience  ;  it  does 
not  take  away  sin ;  it  does  not  reconcile  us  to  God,  nor  give  us 
hope  of  his  favor  hereafter.  The  best,  and  all  it  can  bestow  is 
wealth,  honor,  pleasure.  But  multiply  these  to  any  extent ; 
take  all  of  this  kind  which  the  world,  the  whole  world,  can  pos- 
sibly give,  and  you  shall  find  in  it  no  peace  to  your  mind.  You 
will  rather  increase  anxiety,  care  and  sorrow  ;  and  you  will 
turn  away  and  sigh  for  something  better,  more  satisfying  and 
abiding.     The  soul  cannot  feed  on  the  vain,  fleeting  things  of 
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earth  and  time.  It  has  wants  which  the  world  can  never  sup* 
ply ;  which  none  but  God  can  supply.  It  is  weary,  heavy- 
laden,  sin-sick,  lying  under  conscious  guilt,  moral  weakness,  and 
the  fear  of  condemnation.  And  in  vain  does  the  world  apply  its 
palliatives,  utter  its  promises,  bestow  its  gifts.  The  soul  is  fal- 
len, is  guilty,  is  damned ;  and  the  world  has  no  deliverance 
which  it  can  bring  in  such  a  case. 

Here  the  Saviour  comes  in  with  his  peace,  and  every  want  is 
removed.  What  he  gives  reaches  the  inmost  mind.  It  wakes 
up  joy,  and  peace,  and  hope,  in  the  bosom  ;  and  sustains  these 
from  a  fountain,  that  can  never  be  exhausted,  never  diminished. 
There  is  no  darkness  which  it  cannot  illumine,  no  weakness 
which  it  cannot  make  strong,  no  sorrow  which  it  cannot  re- 
move, no  affliction  or  trouble,  which  it  cannot  make  light,  and 
cause  to  work  out  for  us,  a  far  more  exceeding  and  eternal 
weight  of  glory.  The  soul,  in  the  possession  of  what  Christ 
gives,  can  never  be  moved.  It  has  peace  within  ;  a  peace  en- 
during through  all  time  and  forever ;  and  it  fills  the  largest  de- 
sires of  the  immortal  mind. 

2.  The  world  gives  insincerely.  It  promises  much;  but 
gives  little.  Its  words  are  fair,  but  often  mean  nothing ;  are 
vain,  delusory,  deceptive.  Who  among  you  is  not  ready  to 
testify  to  the  truth  of  this  representation  ?  Who  has  not  had 
bitter  experience  of  the  world's  insincerity  ?  Who  has  not  been 
duped  by  its  promises ;  who,  with  all  its  proffers  of  friendship 
and  aid,  has  not  been  forsaken  in  the  time  of  trial,  and  made 
to  exclaim,  in  view  of  all  that  the  men  of  the  world  and  the 
things  of  the  world  can  do,  in  the  hour  of  need — miserable 
comforters  are  ye  all. 

On  the  contrary,  our  blessed  Lord  gives  sincerely.  His  heart 
is  on  his  lips.  He  means  what  he  says.  There  is  no  decep- 
tion, no  dissimulation  in  the  expressions  of  his  friendship, — in 
the  good  wishes  he  utters.  When  he  says,  peace  I  leave  with 
you ;  my  peace  give  I  unto  you,  you  may  rest  assured,  that  he 
speaks  from  the  full  sincerity  of  a  heart  of  unfailing,  everlast- 
ing love.  It  is  his  will  that  you  accept  what  he  bequeathes  ; 
and  accepting  it  as  it  is  offered  you,  every  word  will  be  found 


true  in  your  own  happy  experience,  and  you  will  set  to  your 
seal,  that  all  his  promises  are  yea  and  amen  ;  and  that  none 
ever  trusted   him,  and  were  confounded. 

3.  The  world  gives  to  receive  as  much  again  :  What  it  gives 
is  a  matter  of  debt  and  credit ;  of  loss  and  gain.  Christ,  on 
the  contrary,  gives  freely.  He  asks  no  return,  but  that  of  a 
grateful  heart,  a  ready  mind  to  receive  his  favors.  Though  the 
blessings  contained  in  his  legacy  of  peace  are  of  infinite  value, 
they  are  bestowed  with  equal  freeness  upon  the  rich  and  the 
poor,  upon  the  high  and  the  low,  upon  persons  of  all  ages,  of 
all  ranks  and  conditions  in  life.  All  are  equally  needy,  are 
equally  dependent,  are  equally  unworthy ;  and  to  all  he  offers 
his  peace  as  a  mere  gratuity.  The  tenor  of  his  bequest  is — 
whosoever  will,  let  him  take  freely  of  the  blessings  of  my  grace. 
Come  without  money  and  receive  without  price,  come  poor, 
weary,  heavy  laden,  come  just  as  you  are — peace  I  leave  with 
you ;  my  peace  I  give  unto  you,  and  nothing  is  asked  of  you  in 
return. 

4.  What  the  world  gives  is  transient.  It  is  limited  in  dura- 
tion. It  cannot  go  with  you  a  step  beyond  this  short  life.  Its 
richest  and  most  coveted  favors  are  all  confined  to  the  few,  brief 
days  of  our  earthly  being.  They  leave  us  in  the  hour  of  sick- 
ness and  of  death  ;  leave  us  to  go  alone  unguided,  uncomforted, 
through  the  dark  valley,  to  our  dwelling  place  in  eternity. 

It  is  otherwise  with  that  which  the  Saviour  gives  to  his  fol- 
lowers. He  has  engaged  never  to  withdraw  his  favor.  He  loves 
those  to  the  end  whom  he  has  once  loved.  He  changes  not, 
and  his  gifts  and  calling  are  without  repentance.  The  peace 
which  he  gives  is  forever.  It  meets  all  the  wrants  of  the  soul, 
both  for  this  and  the  future  world.  It  abides  when  all  earthly 
things  are  failing  us.  It  goes  with  us,  as  we  tread  down  the 
hill  of  life.  It  comes  near  to  comfort  and  sustain  us  in  the  dy- 
ing hour.  It  remains  to  cheer,  to  animate  and  help  us  as  we 
pass  through  the  grave,  and  enables  us  to  sing  in  the  midst  of 
that  dark  scene, — The  Lord  is  my  Shepherd,  I  shall  not  want. 
O  grave,  where  is  thy  victory?  O  death,  where  is  thy  sting*? 
Thanks  be  unto  God  which  giveth  us  the  victory  through  our 
Lord  Jesus  Christ.  Nor  yet  have  we  reached  the  limit  of  the 
Saviour's  legacy  of  peace.  Its  richest  treasures  are  in  heaven  ; 
and  there  in  the  presence  of  God  and  the  Lamb,  and  amid  joys 
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which  eye  hath  not  seen,  nor  ear  heard,  nor  the  heart  of  man 
conceived,  we  shall  be  learning,  during  eternal  ages,  the  duration 
and  the  value  of  that  peace  which  Christ  bequeathes  to  his  fol- 
lowers. Most  truly  then  did  our  blessed  Lord  say — not  as  the 
world  giveth,  give  I  unto  you.  What  He  gives  satisfies ; 
what  he  gives  is  sincere  ;  what  he  gives  is  free  ;  what  he  gives 
is  abundant,  flowing  over  our  entire  being,  meeting  all  our  wants, 
and  endures  forever. 

III.  We  are  interested  to  know,  in  the  third  place,  how  this 
legacy  becomes  ours.  We  have  seen  its  value;  we  have  con- 
sidered the  manner  of  its  donation;  we  wish  now  to  learn  how 
we  can  make  it  our  own.  It  is  not  ours  by  nature  ;  we  are  not 
born  to  it,  as  children  are  sometimes  born  to  rich  estates.  By 
nature  our  inheritance  is  one  of  wrath  ;  and  it  is  of  God's  mere 
mercy,  that  any  thing  better  is  provided  for  us.  Nor  is  the  leg- 
acy of  which  we  speak  our's  by  absolute  gift ;  or  without  condi- 
tions, forced  upon  us,  whether  we  will  have  it  or  not,  as  Univer- 
salists  vainly  dream.  We  are  treated  in  this  matter,  as  we  are 
in  all  others,  which  relate  to  our  happiness ;  are  treated  as  free 
moral  agents,  who  have  a  part  to  perform,  a  condition  to  comply 
with,  ere  what  is  provided  and  offered  can  be  our's,  and  the 
blessedness  of  it  ours.  Judas,  though  among  the  disciples  to 
whom  the  Saviour's  promise  of  peace  was  made,  was,  never* 
theless,  a  stranger  to  that  peace,  and  died  under  the  accursed- 
ness  of  unpardoned  guilt.  So  we  may  hear  the  proclamation  of 
peace,  and  have  the  treasures  contained  in  our  Saviour's  legacy 
spread  out  before  us  in  all  their  variety  and  richness,  and  yet 
have  no  part  nor  lot  in  them,  and  our  bosoms  remain  vacant  of 
all  true  peace  and  hope. 

If  you  ask  then  how  the  Saviour's  legacy  may  becomes  your's, 
I  answer. — 

1.  By  feeling  your  need  of  it.  You  are  not  in  a  state  of 
mind,  either  to  appreciate  or  receive  it,  till  you  are  convinced  that 
without  it,  you  are  poor,  and  miserable  and  destitute  of  all 
things.  The  gifts  of  the  Saviour's  purchase  are  not  for  the  full, 
the  self-satisfied  and  self-righteous ;  but  for  the  needy,  the 
guilty,  the  perishing.  He  came  not  to  call  the  righteous,  but 
sinners  to  repentance  ;  and  it  is  only  for  such  as  hear  his  call 
and  feel  their  need  of  his  help,  that  he  has  provided  the  bless- 
ings included  in  his  legacy  of  peace. 


11 

2.  It  becomes  yours  by  approving  it.  The  method  by  which 
peace  is  brought  to  the  bosom  of  a  sinner  is  altogether  peculiar. 
It  is  a  method  which  excludes  every  claim  of  merit ;  which 
humbles  pride,  lays  low  self  righteousness,  and  brings  the  soul 
first  to  see  and  feel  its  need,  and  then  to  approve  of  God's  way 
of  imparting  pardon  and  peace.  This  is  by  being  willing  to 
be  saved  on  the  ground  of  another's  righteousness,  even  that 
of  Christ,  who  died  for  our  sins,  and  rose  again  for  our  jus- 
tification. There  is  no  peace  to  the  man  who  stands  on 
his  own  merits;  none  to  the  man,  who  does  not  see  in 
Christ  just  such  a  Saviour  as  he  needs,  and  who  does  not 
choose  from  the  heart  to  be  saved  in  just  that  way,  and  on 
just  those  conditions  which  are  prescribed  in  the  gospel. 
The  blood  of  Christ  is  peace  speaking,  only  when  the  neces- 
sity of  it  is  felt,  as  an  atonement  for  sin,  and  the  way  of 
salvation,  which  it  opens,  is  cordially  approved,  as  safe  for 
the  soul,  and  honorable  for  God.  There  is  no  peace,  saith 
my  God,  to  the  wicked;  and  it  is  equally  true,  that  there  is 
no  peace  to  any  one,  till  it  is  sought  at  the  foot  of  the 
cross,  in  a  grateful,  believing  approval  of  God's  method  of 
saving  sinners.    This  leads  me  to  say,— 

3.  That  the  Saviour's  legacy  becomes  yours,  by  gratefully 
accepting  it.     You  may  feel  your  need  of  it,  and  see  its  adapta- 
tion to  your  wants,  and  yet  not  accept  of  it.     This  involves  an 
act  of  faith  ;  an  act  in  which,  renouncing  all  self-righteousness, 
and  every  plea  of  merit,  you  come  before  God,  as  a  needy,  per- 
ishing sinner,  and  commit  yourself  to  him  through  Christ,  ac- 
cepting him  as  the  Lord  your  righteousness,  and  relying  on  his 
merits  alone  for  pardon  and  life.     This  is  a  brief  description  of 
that  act  of  faith,  by  which  the  soul  is  united  to  Christ,  and  be- 
comes entitled  to  all  the  blessings  of  his  grace.     It  is  an  act  of 
affectionate  confidence ;    the  going  forth  of  the  soul  to  receive 
Christ  as  the  appointed,  all  sufficient  Redeemer  of  lost  men. 
This  act  put  forth,  pardon  is  sealed,  peace  is  sealed  ;  and  justified 
freely  by  his  grace,  you  have  peace  with  God,  and  may  rejoice 
always  in  hope  of  his  glory.     Christ  is  your's,  and  with  him,  all 
things  are  your's.   Nothing  can  befall  you  amiss  ;  but  safe  under 
the  care  and  guidance  of  everlasting  faithfulness  and  love,  you 
may  look  through  time  and  through  eternity  too,  and  see  your 
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happiness  secure,  all  things  working  together  for  your  good,  and 
conspiring  to  enhance  your  blessedness  forever  and  ever. 

The  way  then  in  which  the  Saviour's  legacy  of  peace  may 
become  your's  is  plain,  open,  easy, — it  is  to  feel  your  need  of  it, 
approve  it,  and  accept  it,  by  an  act  of  faith,  embracing  Christ 
as  your  Saviour,  and  living  to  him  as  your  Lord  and  Master, 
your  Redeemer  and  King. 

And  now,  instead  of  presenting  a  series  of  practical  reflec- 
tions suggested  by  our  subject,  as  I  intended,  let  me  occupy  the 
few  moments  that  remain  to  this  service,  by  a  direct  application 
of  what  has  been  said  to  my  hearers. 

You  have  heard,  my  friends,  what  is  the  nature  and  ten- 
dency of  the  religion  of  Christ.  It  is  a  source  of  peace,  of  joy 
and  blessedness,  such  as  can  be  derived  from  no  other  posses- 
sions or  enjoyments  whatever.  It  is  Christ,  in  his  infinite  com- 
passion and  love,  making  over  to  his  friends  a  bequest  of  peace, 
comprehensive  of  all  the  good  which  the  soul  needs,  either  in 
this  or  the  future  world.  Now  let  me  ask,  my  brethren,  is  this 
bequest  your's  ?  Has  it  become  your's,  first  by  feeling  your  need 
of  it,  then  by  approving  of  it,  and  then  accepting  it  by  a  true 
and  living  faith,  and  using  it  for  the  ends  for  which  it  was 
granted  you  by  the  great  Redeemer  ?  Has  it  indeed  brought 
peace  into  your  bosom,  given  you  a  sweet  sense  of  pardon  and 
acceptance  with  God,  as  your  reconciled  Father  and  Friend  ; 
and  good  hope,  through  grace,  of  an  immortal  inheritance  in 
heaven  ?  You  will  not,  I  trust,  call  in  question  the  sufficiency  of 
the  Saviour's  legacy  to  produce  this  effect ;  nor  its  design,  as 
being  intended  to  be  a  never  failing  source  of  light  and  peace 
and  hope  to  all  who  truly  embrace  it.  As  little  can  you  doubt 
whether  many  of  your  fellow  men  have  actually  found  in  this 
legacy  all  the  comfort  and  support  of  which  we  here  speak. 

Millions  in  both  worlds  can  testify  in  their  own  happy  expe- 
rience, that  the  Saviour  did  not  utter  fiction  when  he  said — 
Peace  I  leave  with  you ;  my  peace  i  give  unto  you.  They 
know,  for  they  have  felt  it,  that  this  is  a  precious,  a  glorious 
reality.  And  among  this  number  are  not  a  few  whom  we  have 
known  and  loved,  and  who  once  united  with  us  in  the  worship 
paid  in  this  sanctuary. 

It  is  delightful  to  reflect  how  many,  since  I  commenced  my 


1o 
O 

ministry  here,  I  have  seen  go  down  in  joyful  hope,  into  the 
valley  of  death,  and  as  they  pressed  the  hand  and  uttered  the 
last  farewell,  it  was  with  a  smile  that  bespoke  the  peace  within 
and  the  blessed  anticipation  of  a  happy  meeting  in  the  heavenly 
world.  I  have  a  long  catalogue  of  such,  recorded  on  the  tablet 
of  my  memory,  whose  names  and  virtues  I  love  to  recall.  Re- 
cently another  one  has  been  added  to  the  number,  a  beloved 
member  of  this  church,  whose  funeral  solemnities  you  attended 
last  Lord's  day.  It  is  not  my  intention  to  delineate  the  charac- 
ter, nor  eulogize  the  virtues  of  Miss  Webb ;  but  simply  to  refer 
to  her  Christian  experience,  and  especially  to  her  exercises  on 
her  sick  and  dying  bed,  as  furnishing  an  illustration  of  the  senti- 
ments I  have  wished  to  impress  upon  you  in  this  discourse. 

It  is  an  interesting  fact,  and  one  intimately  connected  with  the 
sweet  peace  and  hope  that  cheered  her  through  life,  and  shed 
such  brightness  over  her  dying  hour,  that  Miss  Webb  gave  her 
heart  to  God  in  early  youth,  when  she  was  between  twelve  and 
thirteen  years  of  age.  At  that  time  she  made  an  unreserved, 
filial  commitment  of  herself  to  Christ, — telling  him,  as  she  ex- 
pressed it,  all  her  desires  and  wants,  and  seeking  his  favor,  pro- 
tection and  care.  He  then  breathed  his  own  peace  into  her 
soul ;  and  the  views  she  then  obtained  of  pardoning  mercy  and 
of  the  freeness  and  fullness  of  gospel  grace  never,  as  she  said 
on  her  dying  bed,  left  her  from  that  good  hour. 

It  is  a  great  mercy,  my  friends,  to  become  pious  in  early  life. 
It  saves  the  soul  from  many  a  cloudy  and  dark  day  ;  forms  the 
character  after  the  image  of  Christ  ;  and  lays  a  foundation  for 
a  happy  life,  a  peaceful  death,  and  a  crown  of  distinguished 
glory  in  heaven. 

The  deceased,  for  many  years,  had  suffered  much  from  ill 
health  ;  but  the  discipline,  though  severe,  was  borne  with  sin- 
gular meekness  and  patience  ;  and  sweetened  as  it  was,  with  an 
habitual  sense  of  her  Saviour's  love,  it  seemed  rather  to  increase 
than  diminish  the  serenity  and  cheerfulness  of  her  mind.  I 
bless  God,  she  remarked  during  her  last  sickness,  for  the  cheer- 
ful views  he  has  always  given  me  of  religion.  The  Saviour 
whom  I  have  loved  and  served,  has  followed  me  with  unceasing 
kindness  through  every  step  of  my  pilgrimage  ;  allowing  me 
sweet  communion  with  himself,  guiding  me  by  his  counsel,  and 
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will  now  receive  me  to  glory.  She  loved  her  Bible,  she  loved 
her  closet,  she  loved  the  Sabbath  and  the  sanctuary  of  the  Lord  ; 
and  the  society  and  conversation  of  Christian  friends.  To  these 
she  distinctly  referred,  as  the  closing  scene  drew  on,  as  having 
been  delightful  to  her  during  life  ;  and  as  furnishing  to  her  own 
mind  evidence  of  her  good  estate,  and  then  added,  what  would 
become  of  me  now,  if  this  had  not  been  the  case.  I  am  utterly 
unable  to  examine  my  evidences,  or  to  make  preparation  for 
death  and  the  judgment.  But  I  can  trust  God;  I  understand 
perfectly  my  situation  ;  I  know  what  scenes  are  before  me ;  I 
can  meet  them  without  dismay  ;  I  feel  that  it  will  be  well  with 
me  both  in  time  and  in  eternity.  Her  last  sickness  was  severe 
and  painful ;  and  from  the  first  she  seemed  to  anticipate  the 
issue  ;  but  never  for  a  moment  did  her  peace  and  hope  forsake 
her.  They  were  clear  and  bright.  God,  she  said,  has  so  long 
been  preparing  me  for  this  event,  and  has  given  me  such  a  full 
persuasion  that  he  knows  perfectly  the  best  time  and  manner  of 
my  departure,  that  the  thought  of  my  leaving  the  world  is  de- 
lightful to  me.  He  is  letting  me  down  so  gently,  giving  me  such 
sweet  assurance  that  the  great  work  of  life  is  accomplished — 
that  not  one  gloomy  doubt  or  anxious  fear  agitates  me. 

Yet  she  had  a  deep  and  an  abiding  sense  of  the  evil  of  sin  ; 
and  in  a  spirit  of  unaffected  humility,  renounced  every  claim  of 
merit,  and  rested  all  her  hope  of  pardon  and  life  on  the  mercy 
of  God  in  Christ.  Do  not  slightly  examine  God's  terms  of 
mercy,  she  said  to  one,  during  her  sickness.  His  law  is  holy, 
just  and  good.  He  will  accept  of  nothing  but  the  heart ;  this 
can  be  offered  him  only  through  the  teachings  of  the  Spirit ;  He 
will  guide  you  to  Christ,  the  only  refuge  of  the  lost. 

On  rousing  from  sleep  one  night,  she  remarked,  God  has  made 
my  path  so  easy,  and  gives  me  such  clear  and  delightful  views 
of  his  presence,  that  I  fear  I  am  too  much  taken  up  with  self,  to 
do  all  I  ought,  at  this  hour,  to  glorify  him.  Tell  me  how  I  can 
magnify  his  name. 

With  such  feelings  and  views,  it  is  not  wonderful  that  she 
was  more  than  willing  to  depart ;  she  looked  to  the  event  with 
much  desire  and  hope  ;  and  when  asked  by  a  friend  what  would 
be  her  feelings  if  she  were  now  called  to  return,  she  replied,  if  it 
would  not  be  presumptuous,  I  should  say  that  I  feel  so  near  my 


15 

heavenly  home,  that  it  would  be  a  disappointment  to  me.  But  I 
cannot  dwell  longer  upon  this  peaceful  death  scene,  upon  the 
Faithful  warnings  and  affectionate  counsels  she  uttered  to  those 
around  her,  nor  upon  the  many  expressions  of  peace  and  hope 
which  fell  from  her  lips  during  the  last  days  of  her  earthly 
course.  She  is  gone,  and  gone  we  doubt  not  to  a  happier  world. 
Her  Christian  example,  her  peaceful  departure,  the  fragrance  of 
her  piety  and  her  prayers,  remain  to  console  and  to  bless  her 
friends,  and  should  have  the  effect  to  endear  to  them  the  religion 
of  Christ,  which  made  her  what  she  was,  and  lead  all  of  them 
to  prepare  to  follow  her  who  has  gone  before  them  to  heaven. 

Her  many  virtues  justly  endeared  her  to  her  friends, 
and  to  all  who  knew  her.  She  possessed  a  clear,  active, 
well  cultivated  and  well  balanced  mind.  Her  temper  was 
uncommonly  mild,  affectionate  and  cheerful ;  her  heart  was 
replete  with  tenderness,  and  alive  to  every  social  feel- 
ing, and  every  benevolent  impulse.  She  was  disinterested, 
generous  and  charitable,  and  many  are  the  hearts  that  have 
been  cheered  by  her  sympathy,  her  alms  and  her  love.  Her 
manners  were  easy,  attractive,  and  open,  bespeaking  at  once  the 
frankness  of  her  disposition,  and  her  freedom  from  every  thing 
that  savored  of  envy,  suspicion,  or  detraction.  Her  sense  of 
duty  was  clear,  discriminating,  tender  and  practical, — all  was 
crowned  with  a  warm,  devoted  consistent  and  fruitful  piety. 
These  were  the  prominent  traits  of  her  character,  making  her 
esteemed  and  beloved  while  here  below,  and  qualifying  her  for 
that  world  where  all  that  was  imperfect  has  ceased,  and  all 
that  was  good  and  amiable  in  her  is  now  consummated  and  per- 
fected forever. 

She  is  gone  ;  so  soon  joined  to  three  other  dear  relatives  and 
friends,  who  have  died  within  the  last  two  months  and  entered 
into  rest, — one  from  the  midst  of  us,  two  others  far  away; — 
each  triumphing  in  the  faith  of  Jesus,  and  testifying  to  the  sweet- 
ness and  sufficiency  of  the  peace  he  imparts  to  his  friends.  # 
Mrs.  Chester  we  all  knew.     Would,  that  1  had  been  permitted 

*  Mrs.  Esther  M.Chester,— she  was  the  daughter  of  Joseph  Bull,  Esq.,  born  at  White 
Plains,  West  Chester  county,  Sept.  29th,  1776.  Her  parents  soon  after  removed  to 
Hartford.  She  was  married  to  Thomas  Chester,  Esq.,  March  20th,  1795.  Died  June 
22d,1844, 

Sarah  W.,  daughter  of  Leonard  Chester,  Esq.,  of  Wethers  field,  died  in  Liverpool, 
June  10th,  1844." 

Charlotte,  daughter  of  Hon.  John  Chester,  of  Wethersfield,  died  in  Burlington, 
New  Jersey,  July  19th,  1814, 
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to  attend  her  in  the  closing  scene.  But. I  knew  her  life.  I  had 
long  marked  her  as  one  who  was  steadily  growing  in  grace  and 
manifestly  maturing  for  heaven.  Her  character  was  one  of 
uncommon  excellence,  adorned  with  such  a  cluster  of  virtues 
as  are  rarely  seen  combined  in  any  one  in  an  equal  degree, — - 
amiable,  intelligent,  dignified,  accomplished  and  refined ;  judi- 
cious in  advice,  faithful  in  friendship,  generous  in  charity,  devo- 
ted in  piety, — an  admirable  model  of  female  excellence,  and  of 
Christian  character.  Her  death  was  like  her  life, — calm,  peace- 
ful, Christian  ;  and  I  love  to  think  of  her,  now  that  she  is  gone,  as 
joined  to  the  company  of  those  loved  ones  with  whom  she  was 
associated  on  earth  and  who  have  gone  from  this  place  to  heaven* 
Let  us,  my  friends,  become  followers  of  those  who  through  faith 
and  patience  thus  inherit  the  promises.  The  peace  which  Christ 
imparts  to  his  true  followers,  is  a  divine,  a  glorious  reality.  We 
shall  all  soon  be  in  circumstances  in  which  We  shall  need  that 
peace,  and  when,  to  possess  it,  will  seem  to  us  of  more  impor- 
tance than  all  the  treasures  of  the  world,  Well,  it  is  freely 
offered  to  everyone  of  us,  and  may  be  ours  on  the  easiest  and 
most  reasonable  terms.  It  is  only  to  feel  your  need  of  it,  to  ap- 
prove of  it,  embrace  it  in  a  true  and  living  faith,  and  it  shall  be- 
come yours  in  all  its  fullnessl  of  consolation  and  joyfulness  of 
hope.  Hear  the  voice  of  our  departed  friend  as  it  sounds  to 
you  from  her  dying  councils. — "  O  do  not  delay  the  great  work 
of  repentance ;  the  soul  is  of  unspeakable  value  ;  they  run  an 
awful  risk,  who  live  an  hour  at  a  distance  from  God.  Our  time 
is  given  us  to  prepare  for  eternity.  Jesus  died  that  we  might  live 
forever, — flee  to  the  cross  of  Christ ;  you  will  find  pardon, 
peace  and  eternal  life — only  there.  Every  other  resource  will 
fail  you  as  a  spider's  web  in  the  day  of  trial.  Believe  on  him* 
and  you  shall  be  saved  ;  reject  him,  and  you  will  perish  forever." 
Thus,  she  being  dead,  yet  speaketh  ;  and  let  me  join  my  voice 
with  her's,  while  I  exhort  you,  one  and  all,  to  make  the  Saviour's 
legacy  your  own.  Now  is  the  time  to  embrace  the  gracious 
boon — if  you  neglect  it,  till  you  come  to  a  sick  and  dying  bed, 
you  will  seek  it  in  vain.  You  will  then  be  unable  to  examine 
your  evidences,  or  to  make  any  preparation  for  death  and  the 
judgment.  Be  wise  then,  and  while  you  may,  receive  that 
peace  into  your  bosom  which  you  will  so  soon  need,  and  in  the 
absence  of  which,  your  dying  hours  will  be  shrouded  in  dark- 
ness, and  your  eternity  awful  beyond  conception. 


